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University education 
1975-1982   Medicine, University of Munich  
1982    final exam and approbation 
 
Scientific career 
1/84 - 10/87   Internship/residency at the Department of Internal Medicine, 

University of Munich 
11/87 - 11/89    postdoctoral fellowship at the Pulmonary Branch,  

NHLBI, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, MD, USA  
12/89 - 7/94   Internship/residency at the Department of Internal Medicine, 

University of Munich 
8/94 - 5/98   Attending physician at the Section for Pulmonary Diseases, 

Department of Internal Medicine, University of Munich 
6/98 – 1/01   Chief, Section for Pulmonary Diseases  
1/01-03/25   Professor of Medicine and Director, Department of Medicine, 

Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, University of Marburg 
Since 04/25   Professor of Pulmonary Medicine, University of Marburg 
 
Awards & Honors 
1975-82   grant for gifted students, Bayerisches Staatsministerium  
    für Unterricht und Kultus 
11/87 - 11/89   grant by the German Research Foundation (DFG) for post 

doctoral fellow training 
1993    Curt-Dehner-medal 1993 for emphysema research  
Since 2002   member of the board of directors of "Deutsche Atemwegsliga" 
2002-2008   Section editor of the ERJ 
2004-2010   member of the board of the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
Since 2008   Chairman of the German Asthma and COPD Network 
2009 - 2011   President of the German Respiratory Society 
Since 2010   Member of the Science Committee of the Global Initiative for 

Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease – GOLD 
Since 2014   Chair of the Science Committee of the Global Initiative for 

Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease – GOLD 
2014     honorary title “Fellow of the European Respiratory Society”  
Since 2015   Chairman of the German Lung Foundation 
2017    Honorary membership of the Austrian Society of Pulmonary 

Medicine (ÖGP) 
2018     Honorary title “Fellow of the American Respiratory Society”  
 
2018-2019   President of the German Society for Internal Medicine (DGIM) 
 
2025    Recipient of the Leopold-Lichtwitz medal from the German 



Society of Internal Medicine (DGIM) 
 
 
He has a long-standing scientific and clinical interest in obstructive lung diseases (COPD, 
alpha 1 antitrypsin deficiency, asthma) with topics ranging from pathogenetic aspects to 
novel diagnostic methods and clinical studies. He has served as PI for many clinical studies in 
COPD and asthma and as member on data safety and monitoring boards for several studies 
in COPD. He has published more than 650 scientific papers, reviews and book chapters, with 
numerous research articles in peer-reviewed journals including the New England Journal of 
Medicine, the American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine, the Journal of 
Clinical Investigation, the European Respiratory Journal, Chest and Lancet Respiratory 
Medicine. He has lectured nationally and internationally at numerous scientific meetings and 
congresses.  
 
 
 
 


