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University Education 
2002-2005 Postdoc, Genetics, University Bielefeld, Germany  

Study of Human Medicine, Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany  
2001-2002 Postdoc, Organic Chemistry, University Leipzig and University Bielefeld, Germany,  
1998-2001 PhD with summa cum laude, Institute of Organic Chemistry, University Leipzig, 

Germany 
1997-1998 Diploma Thesis, Institute of Biochemistry, University Leipzig, Germany 
1993-1998 Study of Biochemistry, University Leipzig, Germany 
 
 
Scientific Career 
Since 2024  Privatdozent Experimental Pharmacology at MHH 
Since 2017  Deputy Head of Division Preclinical Pharmacology and Toxicology and  

Head of Department Preclinical Pharmacology, Fraunhofer ITEM, Hanover  
2015-2017   Head of Department Preclinical Pharmacology and Immunology and     

Head of Stem Cell Therapy Research Group, Fraunhofer ITEM, Hanover 
2014-2015  Deputy Head of Division Preclinical Pharmacology and In Vitro Toxicology and Deputy 

Head of Department Respiratory Immunology, Fraunhofer ITEM, Hanover 
2011-2015  Research Group Leader Immunopharmacology and Immunotoxicology, Fraunhofer 

ITEM, Hanover 
2005-2010  Postdoc researcher, Department of Immunology at Fraunhofer ITEM, Hanover, with 

Prof Dr A. Braun 
 

 
 

Committees  
Up to now Expert for international journals, e.g. Allergy, ATOX, Biomedicines, BMC Immunology, 

F1000 Research, Frontiers in Immunology, Molecular and Cellular Biochemistry, JOVE, 
Nanotoxicology, PLOS ONE, Toxicology Letters, Toxicology in Vitro, Viruses 

Since 2021 Member of the expert group ILSI Europe Task Force on Alternatives to Animal Testing 
in Food Safety, Nutrition and Efficacy Studies 

Since 2020 Coordinator Fraunhofer Cluster of Excellence Immune-Mediated Diseases Platform 
‘Alternatives to Animal Testing’ 

2020 Author of the Fraunhofer Society's position paper on animal testing and alternatives 
to animal testing 

Since 2020 Member of the Steering Committee Basic Research in Allergy and Asthma of the 
German Centre for Lung Research (DZL) 

Since 2018 Member of the German Centre for Lung Research (DZL) 
Since 2016 Mentor as part of the Fraunhofer Excellence Programme 
2015-2017 Selected and funded as a participant in the personal development programme 

Fraunhofer TALENTA excellence  
Since 2015 Steering committee of the working group ‘Respiratory Toxicity’ 
2015 Steering committee of the working group ‘Translational Aspects of in vitro and in vivo 

Models for Inflammatory Diseases’ 
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Knauf (2016): A novel disruptive IgE inhibitor: Efficacy assessment in non-human 
primate and human precision-cut lung slices.” Poster Prize for the best poster in the 
effector mechanisms session”, European Academy of Allergy and Clinical 
Immunology Congress, June 11 - 15, 2016, Vienna, Austria 

2016 Konzok S., Braubach, P., Warnecke, G., Jonigk, D., Pfennig, O., Fieguth, H.-G., Braun, 
A., Sewald, K. Different pathways of inflammasome activation through bacterial and 
viral PAMPs and cellular DAMPs in human lung tissue ex vivo. Poster Award, 5th 
Annual Meeting German Centre for Lung Research, Hannover (Germany), February 1-
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2009 Sewald, K., Switalla, S., Wang, L., Pfennig, O., Förster, C., Krug, N., Braun, A. Respiratory 
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