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Christine Happle    Prof. Dr. med., PhD, MHBA; d.o.b. January 27th, 1980, in Münster, Germany; Position: 
Senior Physician/Attenting & Research Group Leader, Paediatric Pulmonology, Allergology & Immunology, 
Hannover Medical School (MHH), happle.christine@mh-hannover.de  

University Education 

1999–2006 Studies of Human Medicine, Universities of Leipzig, Freiburg, Munich (TUM), Sydney  

 (Australia), Mendoza (Argentina), Amsterdam (Netherlands) 

2006 State Medical Examination (Ärztliche Prüfung), Technical University Munich 

2009 MD (Doctor medicinae), Technical University Munich  

2010–2014 PhD Molecular Medicine, Hannover Biomedical Research School (HBRS) 

2014 PhD (Doctor of Philosophy)  

2019 Habilitation (venia legendi) Paediatrics, Hannover Medical School  

2019–2021 "Professional Leadership in Science", Centre for Science Management, Speyer 

2020–2022 Master of Health Business Administration (MHBA), FAU Erlangen-Nuremberg 

2021 Adjunct Professorship Paediatrics, Hannover Medical School 

2025–2026 "Leading AI Innovation in Health Care", Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA 

Scientific Career 

2020–pres. Research Group Leader, Airway Immunology, Dept. Paediatric Pulmonology & Allergology, 
Hannover Medical School 

2023      W3 Professorship General Paediatrics (incl. Department Chair), University of 
Heidelberg/Mannheim - stayed in Hannover 

2022–pres. Senior Physician/Attending, Dept. Paediatric Pulmonology, Allergology & Neonatology, 
Hannover Medical School 

2016–pres. Principal Investigator, German Centre for Lung Research (DZL), Disease Area Asthma & 
Allergies, Site Hannover BREATH 

2021–pres. Member, BREATH Young Leaders Steering Committee, DZL Hannover 

2022–pres. Co-Speaker, NextGeneration Medical Scientist Kolleg (Else Kröner-Fresenius, total 1M €) 

2022–pres. Reviewer, Else Kröner-Fresenius Foundation; scientific societies incl. GPP (German Society 
for Paediatric Pulmonology) 

2022–2024 Head, Paediatric Emergency Medicine, Hannover Medical School 

2022–2024 Quality Management Officer, Dept. Paediatric Pulmonology & Allergology 

2021      Professorship Paediatrics, Hannover Medical School  

2020 W2 Professorship Translational Immunology, Rhein. Friedrich-Wilhelms-Univ. Bonn –  
declined 

2019–2024 Director, Interdisciplinary Paediatric Morbidity & Mortality Conference, MHH 

2015–2020 Laboratory Director, Research Group "Allergy & Tolerance", Prof. G. Hansen, MHH 

2018–2020 Young Academy Clinician/Scientist Programme, MHH – Speaker, 4th cohort 

2016–2022 Secretary for Science, German Society for Paediatric Pulmonology (GPP) 

Clinical Training & Certifications 

2006–2016 Residency Paediatrics, Hannover Medical School (interrupted for research periods) 

2016 Board Certification in Paediatrics (Fachärztin für Kinder- und Jugendmedizin) 

2018–pres. Advanced training in Emergency Medicine 

2022 Sub-speciality: Paediatric Pulmonology  

2022 Sub-speciality: Paediatric Allergology  

 



Awards and Honors 

2024 Outstanding Special Issue Award, Int J Environ Res Public Health (IJERPH) – "Health Care 
Needs of Migrants" 

2017  Johannes Wenner Research Prize 

2015  Clinical Research Prize, German Society for Pneumology (DGP) 

2014  Best PhD Thesis Award, Hannover Biomedical Research School 

2013  Eva Luise Köhler Prize for Rare Diseases (shared; group award) 

2010–2011 PhD Scholarship, Hannover Biomedical Research School 
 

Selected Peer-Reviewed Funding (Role: PI or co-PI) 

2022–2023 ErgoLoCo – Digital interventions in Long COVID (BMBF/DLR; co-PI) 

2022–current Patient involvement campaign, DZL/BMBF (PI) 

2021–2023 RESIST – Paediatric infection research (DFG/Cluster; group leader) 

2017–2023 Macrophage persistence & immunomodulation in the lung (Deutsche Lungenstiftung; PI) 

2017–2020 Monocyte/macr. immunity in severe RSV bronchiolitis – Young Academy Helmholtz/MHH  

2016–2017 GM-CSF and neonatal host defence against RSV (MHH internal; PI) 

2023–pres. NextGeneration MedScientist Kolleg, Else Kröner-Fresenius Foundation (co-Speaker) 
 

Societal Engagement & Philanthropy 

2025–pres. Co-Founder & Chair, HealthEducation4All e.V. – NGO for evidence-based health education  

2022–pres. Scientists for Future (S4F) – local working group, Hannover 

2015–pres. Voluntary medical work, Malteser Hilfsdienst (e.g. migration crisis, vaccination centres) 
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